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Setting 
= Students up 
we ior Success 


ALEX STOCKER, 
CO-EDITOR 


own opinions and that's just fine 
Like I said earlier don’t judge a 
book by its cover, especially if you 
don't know the ending. Some may 
say that the freshmen are getting off 
easy, but | don't think so. think that 
having the Freshman Academy will 
help them to learn so many good 
characteristics and good habits; it 
will help them to be better people, 
and it will help them to SUCCEED, 
which are the primary goals of 
this awesome program. Success in 
life is often based by how much 
money a person makes or by what 
their occupation is. These standards 
NEED to change. Success should be 
measured by the good things that 
a person is doing, and how theit 
standards and morals live up to the 
expectations. An individual that has 
a good set of morals and a good 
understanding of right and wrong 
will be more successful in this game 
we call Life, than the average Joe 
who let's other people do things 
because he is too lazy. It is teaching 
these kids the difference between 
right and wrong, and the difference 
between sitting back and being 
lazy and going above and beyond. 
Northwest is using the Pyramid of 
Success to help maximize the fresh- 
men’s potential in life 

I love the concepts of this 
program. For some people in my 


Freshman Academy needs 


AMANDA DECKER 
STAFF WRITER 

Freshman Acade- 
my might seem good 
to other students, but 
1am here to tell you 
why I don't like it. lam not the 
type of person that likes to judge, 
but when it comes to Freshman 
Academy, something has to be said 
about this. 

Ihave heard from other peo- 
ple that Freshman Academy is 
not fair because when we were 
freshmen, we just got thrown into 
high school. That is one of the 
reasons why the upperclassmen 
get upset. And that strongly up- 


Freshman Academy 
to some might be con- 
sidered bad, but I’m 
here to tell you that 
you can’t judge a book by its cover 
Like any new thing, Freshman 
Academy is going to take time to 
get adjusted to. Think of Freshman 
Academy as a brand new car: its 
main objective is to take the fresh- 
men down the road to succeeding 
right now and in their future 

I've heard a lot of upperclass- 
men say stuff like, “that’s dumb or 
we got thrown into the big school 
they should, too.” or even “they're 
going to be in a pinch when they 
get to sophomore year.” You know 
what | say, STOP IT! There is no 
real way to tell if this program is 
successful until it is in place for a 
few years and the school can com- 
pare data to that of other classes 
from the previous years. What | 
think will probably happen is they 
will compare the grades the seniors 
and juniors received their freshmen 
year and compare those grades to 
the ones the current freshmen re- 
ceive their first year at Northwest. 
So it will take probably four or five 
years to determine the success of 
this program. 
We are all entitled to have our 


EDITORIAL - OPINION 


understand what it was at first. 
Now I kind of got a grasp on what 
Freshman Academy is all about. | 
just want to say | understand that 
it just became a program, and the 
school wants to give it a try, but 
Freshman Academy is just babying 
the freshmen 

When they become sopho- 
mores next year, they are going to 
wonder why they didn’t get any 
special treatment like they did 
last year, Just because they aren't 
freshmen anymore, doesn’t mean 
you will get the same treatment. 
It’s called Freshman Academy. Not 
Sophomore Academy. 

So since they are being babied 
now, they will automatically think 
someone is going to hold their 


holds my opinion. When I heard 
about Freshman Academy, | didn’t 


Freshman Academy’s future is bright 


class, or in the classes before mine, 
or even the classes after mine, | 
think having this program could 
have been very beneficial to a lot 
of people. | think we can all take 
at least one lesson away from this 
awesome program. It is going to 
teach the freshmen that getting 
good study habits early is a good 
thing, and it’s going to help teach 
them that their actions have con- 
sequences. It will also help teach 
them good character traits, and 
how to be successful students. 
When they are successful it will 
make it more of a competition 
come graduation time; there will 
be a competition for valedictorian, 
and also for scholarship money. 

Before | get off of my soapbox, 
| just want to say these last couple 
of things, especially since I don’t 
know when | will get this opinion 
piece again. To the upperclassmen, 
STOP trying to be negative about 
Freshman Academy. [ have noticed 
while being in my ag class, which 
happens to coincide with one of 
the two Intro to ag classes at North 
west, that there is so much poten- 
tial in that class and in the fresh- 
man class as a whole. Freshman 
Academy is also in place to help 
maximize these student's potential 
Whether you agree with me: that’s 
your decision. 


. 5 

Improving 
hand. Not everything in life we 
get our way; that’s not the way the 
world works. That's just the way it 
is sometimes. 

So bascially the freshmen 
are just getting off easy. Yes, the 
freshmen must be scared coming 
into a school where there is a 
bunch of people they don't know, 
and a bunch of teachers that they 
don’t know. But if they don’t know 
where their classes are, then they 
could ask anyone. 

Yes, I really want to see the 
freshmen succeed. Heck, I want 
to see everyone succeed. But with 
the freshmen if we keep having 
Freshman Academy around, then 
it isn’t going to help them succeed 


on their own. 
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Respect, Responsiblity, and Resourcefulness need Reinforcement 


KAYLEE GIBSON 
STAFF WRITER 


Most everyone makes a New 
a Year’s resolution every January. 
Their resolution is usually based 
on trying something new or get- 
ting back to what was before. 

What if this resolution was changed to apply 
to not only the calendar year, but to the school 
year as well. | believe every resolution should 
begin with one of the 3 R's. Yes, those dreaded 
words every elementary school teacher shoved 
down every third grader’s throat: respect, re- 
sponsibility, and resourcefulness. If you actually 
think about it, all three words have a much 
deeper meaning than what we were told when 
we were eight 


Freshman First 


My first impression of Northwest is that there are many 
teachers willing to help you. | thought that high school 
would be [like] if you dowt understand what the teacher 
is talking about, you will have to figure it out on your 

own. [But | realized] If we need help with anythi 
don't understand something they are willing to help. 


- Megan Cooper 


[Northwest is] not as 


-Tyson Burt 


[Freshman Academy] helps me find 

my classes easier and it’s not awk- 

ward because you aren't surrounded 
by a bunch of older kids. 


- Nathan Morlang 


I like how many kids there 


are in the schoo! 


they are all friendly to you. 
- Kierra Sherlock 


[My favorite part of Northwest is] 
how well integrated technology 
is. Northwest was not afraid to 

make the step from notebook 
paper to the digital world. 


- Ethan Meyer 


Respect means to consider worthy of a high 
regard. Anybody who holds an authority higher 
than you is worthy of respect. Also, anybody 
who has a freedom, which everyone in America 
does, is worthy of your respect. You do not have 
to respect the right, just the person who owns 
the right. 

Responsibility means to be held account- 
able. When a person is responsible for some- 
thing they must complete a task, usually con- 
formed to standards and within a time limit. 

Resourcefulness is defined as the ability of 
finding clever ways to overcome difficulties 
Because resourcefulness is an ability, it can be 
attained, improved, or even abandoned 

In my opinion, the three R’s and their mean- 
ings have slowly cycled out of memory while 


Well | am still scared of older 
students well because I do not 
so e well and I do not know 


how to talk to new people. 
- Alexis Zlomke 


big as | thought. 


students move through grade school. Either 
their meanings have been twisted or the stu- 
dent has blown them off completely. | believe 
that the three R’s should be reintroduced at the 
beginning of every school year, regardless of 
the grade. This would hopefully install a repeti- 
tion in students’ minds directing them to, most 
likely, practice the three R’s regularly. 

If twelve years of repetition is established 
well within the brain, the now graduated stu- 


dent should have made a habit out of practicing 
the three R’s, therefore allowing for one more 
polite human being on planet Earth. 

I believe that this method of reinforcement 
within schools, regarding respect, responsibili- 
ty, and resourcefulness, would ultimately make 
for a brighter world in the long run. 


Impressions 


[Freshman Academy] helps that I don’t have to walk 
super far to get from one core class to the next, 
but the other classes are far enough away that I get 
practice going from class to class and I get to find 
my way around the school, which helps me get to 
know the hallways better. 
= Jared Rosenlund 


My favorite part of [Northwest] is that | 
get to see my teachers, and Mr. Hull. 


- Carlos Medina 


Being able to join new activities 
and have many different classes and 
getting to meet other freshmen that 


I like it better than middle school, 
but it is very unorganized. 


- Jalyn Johnston 


Ithink the freshmen should be intermixed 

with the older kids during the school day 

so we get more help, meet more people, 
and get more experience. 


-Kayla Baumgartner 


I absolutely love it here! Everyone 
is cool and friendly, | could make 
friends with almost anybody. 

- Sarina Smith 


People say that Freshman Academy is exactly 

like 8th grade, but its not at all. There are older 
Kids in our hallway and in our classes and it’s a 
cool change meeting people not in your grade. 


-Alena Hernandez 


NOINIdO - TVIMOLIGH 


ALEX STOCKER 
CO-EDITOR 


Students and staff at Northwest High School 
may have seen someone who may look a little 
different on the outside, but on the inside is com- 
pletely the same as everyone who sees him. 

“At first people may be a little unsure about 
him Jared Fredricks] because they don’t really 
understand what makes him unique,” said re- 
source teacher Donna George 

‘As some people might know Fredricks was 
born with Cerebral Palsy, which according to 
cerebralpalsy.org “is considered to be a neurolo- 
Igial disorder caused by a non-progressive brain 
injury or malformation which occurs while the 
child’s brain is under development.” A lot of 
times, which is the same in Fredricks case, CP 
often affects motor skills and body movements. 

“Jared is amazing; he’s a little hard to und 
stand at first, but when people get to know him, 
it’s really nice to know that he understands you,” 
said George. 

Another thing that Fredricks loves is telling 
knock-knock jokes. 

“Ask Jared for one of his killer jokes some- 
time; you'll get some really good ones,” said 
resource teacher Lacie Hogan. 

Fredricks is like a typical high school fresh- 
man. He attends classes typical of other fresh- 
men like PE, Social Studies, Physical Science, 
English, and one of his elective classes is Nu- 
trition and Food. Not only does he have school 
work to do, but he also has some things to do on 
his family’s farm. 

“He likes riding on the ATV with his older 
brother Matthew and his parents to help with 
chores,” said George. Fredricks also rides horses 
and has his own horse. 

“Jared has a horse named Jane, he does ther- 
apeutic horseback riding, and competes at the 
Nebraska Special Olympics Equestrian show,” 
said George. 

Those who have seen Fredricks around school 
probably have seen an iPad-like device on the 
seat that he sits in 

“The device that Jared uses for communica- 
tion is called a Dynavox. It works by having lots 
of different categories and subcategories within 
those categories,” said George. The Dynavox is 
programmed so that there are choices for Fre- 
dricks. 

“Through a pillow speaker, Jared listens to 
response options through the Dynavox. Jared's 
right hand is held by his instructional aide to 
help control his movements so that he can push 
forward a switch to make his choice. The Dyna- 
vox will say things for him,” said George. 

There are a few things that Fredricks’ teachers 
have to do in order to assist him in the best way 


possible 

“The teachers have been really nice and have 
given him some extra time to complete assign- 
ments, or modifying assignments so that he can 
do them, and a lot of the teachers try to figure 
out ways to help him interact with other class- 
mates,” said George. 

Even though it is still early in the school year, 
teachers have already gotten used to having Fre- 
dricks in class and are learning right along side 
him to help him 

“have enjoyed getting to know Jared and 
his style of learning, as well as the way he can 
communicate with the class. When Jared comes 
into my room with Mr. Stutzman, his presence 
reminds me that everyone learns and takes in 
information differently and as a teacher, [need 
to pause and really look for all of the ways that | 
can help kids learn,” said English teacher Darbie 
Mazour. 

Fredricks’ classmates and peers also play a 
big part into how other people act around him 
and interact with him 

“| have learned that Northwest High School 
has a tremendous amount of students who are 
eager to learn from Jared and to help him with 
his transition to high school. There is nothing 
better than watching a student take the time to 
say, ‘Hi, Jared” and then waiting to see him smile 
back. That is TRULY, one of the best parts of my 
day,” said Mazour. 

Fredricks has leamed that hard work is impor- 
tant and that it can pay off in the long run. 

“Jared is a pleasure to have in class because 
he is always willing to try. He comes out on the 
track and shows me his ability to take steps. His 
leg muscles are getting stronger, and he under- 
stands that hard work pays off,” said physical 
education teacher Denise Coughlin. 

Fredricks doesn’t just leave a positive image 
in Mazour’s English class but also on Coughlin’s 
physical education class 

love having him because he inspires me, 
plus | love talking about sports with him. Seeing 
Jared do the things he does makes my day,” said 
Coughlin. 

Fredricks is like a typical high school boy his 
age 

“He likes girls, the New York Giants, and 
he loves watching Matthew play sports,” said 
George. 

Different socialization methods are things 
that teachers and other staff members are trying 
to use to help make Fredricks’ transition to high 
school easier for him. 

“have learned that Jared likes interacting 
with other students,” said FCS teacher Tamara 
Nelson. 

There are different ways that students can 


Getting to know new student Jared Fredricks 


interact with Jared on a day to day basis. 

“if you see him in the hallway just say ‘Hi 
Jared’, and if you see him after lunch in the gym 
take some time to ask him some yes/no ques- 
tions,” suggested George. 


Freshman Jared Fredricks competes in different 
events with his helpers at the Special Olympics 
Equestrian Show. PHoTos Courtesy oF DARRIE MAZOUR 


New coaches headline the fall sports season 


BRENDEN HOLLING 
STAFF WRITER 


As the 2015 fall sports season 
kicks off, there are high expectations 
for each team. The football team is 
looking to bounce back from a hum- 
bling season of 3-6. The volleyball 
team is working on building off of 


their playoff appearance last year. 
As for the other three teams, there 
are new faces on the coaching staff. 
Counselor Lori Merritt is the new 
assistant coach for the cross country 
team. 
Coach Merritt has a lot of cross 
country background and gladly ac- 


Girls Golf coach Alex Hull teaches his second period American Literature class. 
Though Hull wasn’t at the high school last year, he had previously been a teacher at 
Cedar Hollow and was the boys golf coach as well. PHOTO RY BRENDEN HOLLING 


Senior Athletic Spotlight: Samuel Etudor 


BRENDEN HOLLING 
STAFF WRITER 


Senior Samuel [Sam] Etudor has 
been seen grilling chicken at District 
track to catching passes as a wide 
receiver at football practice. Most 
people know Etudor for being in 14 
Karat Gold, but he also competes in 
football as well as track. 

Etudor enjoys the extracurriculars 
at Northwest, but mostly the sports. 

Not everything has come easy for 
Ftudor, especially in football 

“just started playing football last 
year. Most of the guys have played 
football since middle school or even 
earlier. They have more experience 
and are more familiar with the routes 
and other football skills,” Etudor 
said. 

Etudor’s favorite coach at North- 


west is wide receivers and head track 


coach Brandon Harrington. 
“He is a cool guy and has taught 
me a lot, He has good life lessons 
and stories to tell,” Etudor said. 
Coach Harrington loves Etudor’s 
work ethic and learning ability. 
“Sam is one of the most im- 


proved athletes | have ever seen, and 


worked with. He has been a very 
hard worker, and a great example of 
why everyone should try athletics, 
even if they have no experience. 
Sam has grown into a great runner 
and is one of the fastest athletes at 
Northwest. | look for him to have a 
great track season. In football he has 
been a great addition, he is a fun, 
positive presence and he is always 
asking questions and working on 
getting better,” Harrington said. 


cepted the job. 

“| love running myself,” Merri- 
tt said. “I also had coached cross 
country at another school before 
Northwest and | was happy that they 
offered me the job here.” 

She loves seeing her runners suc- 
ceed and get new personal bests. 

“Seeing the runners improve their 
times throughout the season is the 
reason why I love coaching,” said 
Merritt. 

Cross country is becoming more 
popular around Northwest. 

“There are also more kids than 
usual out for cross country; there are 
sixty kids running,” said Merritt. 

As for the softball team, new 
science teacher Scott Johnson took 
over the head coach position. He is 
excited for the season to unfold. 

“Northwest always has had a 
strong softball tradition and commu- 
nity support. It is a quality program 
with quality players,” Johnson said. 

Johnson expects the girls to com- 
pete at a high level. 

“We always need to put the team 
first and, most of all, compete in our 
district,” Johnson said. 

Being highly involved and com- 
petitive are a couple of personal 
goals for Johnson 


“| enjoy interacting with 
and getting to know the players 
on a personal level. | enjoy 
being a small part of their lives. 
| hope they will always be a 
part of my life even long after 
they graduate high school, and 
| love to win!” Johnson said. 

New English teacher Alex 
Hull takes control of the girls 
golf team. He has been around 
the block since he was previ- 
ously the assistant girls coach 
and the boys head golf coach, 
when he taught at Cedar Hol- 
low. 

“Thave been involved in 
the golf programs in the past, it 
made sense for me to take the 
job,” Hull said. 

After coming off a great 
season last year and since 
there are multiple returners, 
Hull has high standards for the 
girls. 

“We qualified as a team 
for state last year and that is 
one of our goals for this year. 
That goal is secondary to our 
main goal which is to get 
better every day. If we focus 
on improvement, we can be a 
competitive team,” Hull said. 


During last year's District track meet, senior Sam Etudor makes an impression 
by grilling out at the track after his events were over. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF SAM ETUDOR 
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Advice to the New Students 


CELESTE THOMPSON 
STAFF WRITER 


Listen up freshmen! 
We've all been there, done 
that, failed and succeeded. 
It might seem very nerve 
wracking and scary to walk 
the dreaded Northwest 
halls, but you'll make it 
through your first year here 
at Northwest High School. 

Just keep these things in 
mind, and you'll be suc- 
cessful. 

“Do your homework 
and don’t procrastinate, or 
it will be the end of your 
good grades, "said junior 
Sydney Enevoldsen. Enev- 
oldsen said she wishes she 
would have stuck to this 
advice her freshman year 

Getting enough sleep is 
very important and healthy. 
Falling asleep in class is not 
a good thing for anyone, 
even upperclassmen. 

“Stay on top of your 
school work and get 

enough sleep,” said junior 

Justin Strong. 

“Make lots of friends 


and leave your comfort 
zone,” said Strong. 

You have to step outside 
your comfort zone a lot in 
the future; thus, you might 
as well start while you're 
ahead. If this doesn’t sound 
very appealing, remember 
we all have to get out of out 
comfort zone at some point. 

Friends are usually your 
backbone for everything 

“What I liked most 
about freshman year, was 

that | got to branch out and 
meet new friends,” said 
sophomore Lauren Knox. 

It is not guaranteed 
you'll have the same group 
of friends in the future as 
you do now. 

“You win some, you lose 
some," said junior Colin 
Williams 

Even if you lose, that 
doesn’t mean you should 
give up. If you don’t make 
it into the sport or mu- 

sic group you wanted, it 
doesn’t mean you won't get 
it next year, or the year after 


and believe in yourself. 

“| wish | would have 
known not to stress too 
much. It’s not as hard as 
you think it’s gonna be,’ 
said sophomore Sharilyn 
Tuttle. 

Be confident and don’t 
overthink things that are 
simple. 

Studying helps a lot 
Even though it’s boring and 
it feels like forever, it really 
does help you 

“When | study, | tend to 
do small sections at a time 
because then my brain fo- 
cuses more,” said Tuttle. 

You could also find peo- 
ple in the same class as you 
to help and form a study 
group. 

“[Getting involved] is 
where you meet friends. 

It’s where you can learn to 
manage time and grow as a 
person. | think that fresh- 
men would stand out the 
most if they are responsible 
and respectful, and if they 
are involved in school,” 


«Stud 


up 
«SUC 


that. Keep your head high said Knox. 


Important Days in t 


CNOOI!- 
MITCHELL EVANS 
STAFF WRITER 

With the new changes that have come to 
Northwest some have mixed feelings about 
them. The changes have brought some good 
to the school that can help students. 

“One of the changes | really like is that 
the Freshman Academy is working to help 
ease the transition from middle school to 
high school for the new ninth graders,” said 
English teacher Darbie Mazour. 

Not only are some of the changes help- 
ing the students, but also the teachers as 
well. “Once a week during our planning 

time, the teachers in the academy meet 
to discuss strategies to help improve the 
operation of the academy, and how to help 
students adjust academically and socially,” 
said Mazour. 


But where there are positives there are 


ide Reaction to 


anges 
negatives like the confusions of when class- 
es end. 

“The fact that there are three different 
schedules we use during the week is highly 
inconvenient, and last year | was perfect- 
ly content with the schedule,” said senior 
Justin Fay. 

Also what has had an affect on a lot of 
people is the room change, 

“The changes have moved around 
so many teacher's classrooms, creating a 
problem that everyone in the school needed 
to releam where every classroom is instead 
of just the freshmen learning where their 
classes are,” said Fay. 

The changes have brought both order 
and a little bit of chaos to our school, but all 
in all the changes have their effect on both 
the students and the teachers, making the 
beginning of this year a bit hectic. 


* Harvest of 
Harmony 
October 3 


* State Girls Golf 


October 12-13 


° FFA Fruit Salec 


October |3 


* State Softball 


October 14-16 

End of First 
Quarter 

October |5 


* Distri 
Co 
Octo 

* Nos 
Octo 

* Foot 


he Month of October 


ct Cross * State Cross 
untry Country 
ber 15 October 23 
school “ACT 

ber 16 October 24. 
ball vs * NSBA State 
rora Band 

er 16 October 24. 


* FFA National 
Convention 
October 28-31 


te Fight 
ght 
er 16 


JENNIFER CLEMENT 
CO-EDITOR 


Dear Juniors, 

| know you are very 
tired of hearing this, but 
you need to understand 
that junior year is stressful, 
and can be very difficult if 
you do not try. Trying your 
best is the only way you 
will survive. If you give 
up now, have fun retaking 
chemistry. 

This is the year where 
your grades matter the 
most. This year, you will 
most likely be taking the 
ACT and John Baylor, tak- 
ing advanced classes such 
as Advance American Liter- 
ature, and will be forced to 
take state-required testing. 
All will make you want to 
cry, quit high school, and 
move into a cave. 

lam going to give you 
all some advice that | have 
both learned for myself, 
and have been told by 
older friends and family 
members that have gradu- 
ated from Northwest. 

If you are struggling 
in class, get help from 
teachers. Don't let your 
pride get in the way. The 
teachers want you to be 


Letter to the Juniors 


the very best you can be. 
Teachers might not always 
have adequate time to help 
everyone's individual prob- 
lems during class, so going 
in before school or after 
school for help can make a 
difference between a pass- 
ing and a failing grade. For 
most teachers, if you show 
that you care, they will 
help you in a heartbeat. 

iffor some reason you 
can not go into see a 
teacher, find someone who 
does understand and ask 
them to study with you. 
The year is so much more 
enjoyable if you are in 
good academic standing. 
Spending an entire school 
year stressed out every day 
really takes the fun out of 
high school. 

Start looking at colleg- 
es early. You may change 
your mind later, but having 
an idea will help you set 
goals. If you know what 
you want to do later in life, 
then you know what class- 
es to take senior year. 

Really read into the 
classes you want to take 
next year. It’s not fun if 
you sign up for a class that 
sounded exciting, but ends 


up boring you to tears. 

I know you have all 
heard of the wonders of 
off periods, but just know 
that some of you will not 
get any at all. Off periods 
are not made for seniors 
to goof around and go get 
coffee every day. It is time 
for you to get all of your 
homework finished, and to 
work on scholarships. 

Scholarships are impor- 
tant. More than important. 
They are crucial. Without 
scholarships, you might 
not be able to afford to go 
to the college you want 
to. College is expensive. 
Many people do not have 
the funds to further their 
education. Your friends and 
family want you to be as 
successful as possible. Go 
to college 

When they say that high 
school goes fast, they are 
right. Junior year will fly 
by and if you don’t stop 
and appreciate it, it will be 
gone before you know it. 

Just do the best you 
can possibly do and keep 
a positive attitude. Good 
luck! 


With love, 
Jenni 


KAYLEE GIBSON 
STAFF WRITER 


The 2015 Nebraska State Fair was actually 
pretty decent. Even though it ultimately felt like 
just another Nebraska State Fair, it was better 
than fairs in the past. | just think that there was 
nothing new to do, so it felt repetitive from last 
year. 

Food: 8/10 

There was, however, new things to eat. 
| tried the Willy Wonka Burger from Cactus 
Jacks, which won runner up for best new and 
unique food [second to Cactus Jacks’ other 
burger, the Tumbleweed]. The Willy Wonka 
Burger consisted of a burger, cheese, bacon, 
and a melted peanut butter cup. It was deli- 
cious! The only downside to trying new food is 
the empty pocket you'll have afterward. 

Rides: 2/10 

I myself am not a rollercoaster kind of 
person, but | got the chance to take my sister to 
some rides. So many people! Every day | was 
at the fair, the midway was completely packed. 
All the lines, whether kiddy or not, were ridic- 


ENTERTAINMENT 


AUSTIN FRANSISCO 
STAFF WRITER 


Ant-Man is the second Marvel studios film 
released this year and is probably the most 
comedic film Marvel has made so far. Although 
the story isn’t very original, it does have some 
interesting and creative concepts with the hero's 
ability to shrink. The entire cast, which includes 
Paul Rudd and Michael Douglas, plays their 
parts very well, especially Michael Pefia who is 
funny in every scene he is in. Overall if you are 
looking for a good comedy mixed with a sup 


Jurassic World is the most recent sequel to the 
amazing movie Jurassic Park. While the movie 
has some fun moments, it does not live up to 

its predecessor. All of the actors do fine in their 


velopment for you to actually care about them. 
The overall story is okay, but if you attempt to 
think about the movie it begins to fall apart 
Aside from a couple of good chase scenes and 
a charismatic lead actor, Jurassic World doesn't 
have much going for it. 


hero movie and a heist movie, Ant-Man delivers. 


roles but they do not have enough character de- 


ulous and the carnival game announcers were 
obnoxiously loud. | thought just getting on a 
ride would be worth the upset stomach just to 
get away from the chaos. 
Weather: 4/10 

Hot and sticky or windy and wet. Take your 
pick. These seemed to be the only temperatures 
at the State Fair. Of course the weather cannot 
be controlled, but it just made the fair all the 
more miserable. Weather definitely impacts 
fun: if you can't even sit on the ride because 
you will be burned, you're not going be having 
fun. If you're trying to watch the outdoor talent 
show, getting misty blown in your face isn’t 
going to make your day better. 
Concerts: 9/10 

| personally did not go to any concerts this 
year, but had many friends and family that went 
to various concerts. Overall, | received good 
feedback, except a little anger at the full hous- 


es. 
Overall Review: 6/10 

Overall, | think this year’s state fair was pret- 
ty decent. It doesn’t top any previous years, but 
it certainly wasn't the worst. If there was bet- 


FANTIZISTIC 


2015 Nebraska State Fair in-depth review 


ter crowd control over the entire fair, | would 
be very happy. I really liked trying new food 
and seeing new exhibitors in the commercial 
building. Flopefully, next year the weather will 
comply with our fun and we have another great 
year at the Nebraska State Fair. 


Recapping the 2015 Summer Movie Blockbusters 


Fantastic Four is a giant mess of a movie 
that is loosely based off of the Marvel 
comic of the same name. About an an 
hour and thirty minutes of the hour and 
forty-six minute runtime is dedicated to 
setting up the movie. For a movie with su- 
petheroes in it, the movie takes itself way 
too seriously--to the point where it be- 

1B come somewhat funny. Overall the movie 
is a giant waste of time and if you watch 
it, you are going to be distracted by Kate 
Mara’s terrible wig. 


woe 


Mission Impossible: Rogue Nation is the 
fifth movie in the Mission Impossible fran- 
chise [for those of you who are counting]. 
Despite being the fifth film in the series, 
Rogue Nation still brings original, exciting 
action that makes the movie enjoyable. 
Tom Cruise does most of his own stunts 
while still giving a solid performance as 

a slightly taller version of Tom Cruise. 

The movie is action filled, fun, and has a 
decent story. 


CHUCKLEHEADS 


by TOPHER ROSENLUND 
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MITCHELL EVANS 
STAFF WRITER 


With the new arrival of 
freshmen students it seems 
that they have brought with 
them some new teachers as 
well. Northwest has gained 
three new teachers, Tamara 
Nelson, who teaches Fami- 
ly Consumer Science (FCS), 
Scott Johnson who teaches 
science, and Alex Hull who 
teaches English. 

Nelson before coming to 
Northwest, worked as a FACS 
educator, FCCLA adviser, Jun- 
ior High Assistant volleyball 
coach, and CLOWN troupe 
adviser at Loup City Public 
School for five years. 

Nelson has been teach- 
ing for sixteen years and in 
those sixteen years she’s also 
taught interior design, human 
growth/development, and has 
a masters in counseling K-12. 

Her favorite part about 
teaching is being able to help 
students become strong pro- 
ductive individuals. 


PROFILES 


One of her favorite memories of 
teaching was helping her FCCLA stu- 
dents win first place at STAR Nation- 
als competition. 

Johnson before coming to North- 
west taught science, coached soft- 
ball, and baseball for Aurora High 
School. 

Johnson graduated from North- 
west, and knew many of the teachers 
that worked here so when the job 
opened he jumped at the opportunity. 

He has taught for nine years, 
and his favorite part of teaching is 
to make a difference in his students 
lives. 

Hull as taught for five years. 
Before coming to Northwest. Hull 
taught at Cedar Hollow for three 
years, as a language arts teacher. 

He spent four years in the North- 
west district and when the position 
opened he was excited to work here 

Aside from teaching English he 
coaches boys and girls golf, He had 
only taught one other class that 
wasn't english related, which was 
journalism during his one year at 
Broken Bow High School 

His favorite part about teaching is 


getting to be with his students. 

One of the weirdest moments he’s 
had while teaching was having a stu- 
dent leave a spoiled carton of milk in 
his classroom which filled the room 
with a disgusting smell. 


Getting to know the new teachers at Northwest 


Not everyone knows of the new 
teachers that have joined the North- 
west family, so there is a little bit of 
information about their background 
to help the students of Northwest 
know more about their new teachers. 
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FCS teacher Tamara Nelson helps one of her students, freshman Grace Stratman, 
with her homework during Nelson’s class. 


Proto ry MitcHett Evans 


https://www.youtube.com/ 
user/northwestjournalism 


Senicr Spetilight 


Bailey Parr 
Age: 17 
Middle School: Cedar Hollow 


Activities: 

Volleyball, Basketball, National 
Honor Society, Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes, Future Business 
Leaders of America 


Future Plans: She hopes to play 
volleyball while studying Pre- Law at 
Nebraska Wesleyan 


Principals Explain New Changes to Northwest 


AUSTIN FRANSISCO 
STAFF WRITER 


In the transition from the 2014-2015 school 
year to the 2015-2016 school year, there were 
many changes that were made to Northwest 
High School. The changes were intended to 
help improve the experience of the students at 
Northwest. 

The change that was most apparent to stu- 
dents on the first day of school was the modifi- 
cation of the school schedule. “The change basi- 
cally was made to the schedule to accommodate 
intervention time going from four half-hours a 
week to two half-hours a week; the change was 
made because of the bookkeeping of getting 
students to the right place [during intervention] 
because of that we cut it back to two times and 
moved it to Monday and Friday, we are in the 
hopes that the logistics of it will be more man- 


BRENDEN HOLLING 
STAFF WRITER 


Noah Mrkvicka 


Age: 17 
Middle School: Westridge 


Activities: 

14 Karat Gold 
Northwest Musicals 
Band 


Future Plans: After high school, he 
plans on going into law enforcement. 


ageable,” said Principal Tim Krupicka. 

One of the biggest changes to Northwest 
this school year is Freshman Academy. “There 
are two teachers from each of the core areas, 
two English, two math , two science, two social 
studies, and one resource teacher, there are nine 
teachers total that make up the core of freshmen 
academy, we meet once a week to talk about 
the freshmen we may be concerned with and 
talk about the common things we may also be 
concemed with,” said Assistant Principal and 
Freshman Academy Director Marty Moser 

Moser also told the benefits of Freshman 
Academy. 

“| think the benefits are that hopefully that 
the kids get to know each other a little better; 
another benefit | would say is that we are able 
to keep tabs on them [freshmen], and we are 
able to monitor what they are doing and that’s 


Mark Zepeda 
Age: 18 
Middle School: Chapman 


Football 

Wrestling 

Track 

Working at Carlos 0’Kelly’s 


HOITTLOdS YOINAS 


Future Plans: He wants to play 
football somewhere in college. 


really important as they are transitioning into 
high school,” said Moser 

In addition Northwest also received changes 
to the administrative staff. 

“We have three new administrators, Mr 
Sorensen, Mr. Smith, and Mr. Moser, and along 
with that a sort of a change of assignments, Mr. 
Sorensen is Assistant Principal/Athletics Direc- 
tor, Mr. Smith is Assistant Principal/Activities 
Director,and Mr. Moser is Assistant Principal/ 
Freshman Academy Director. In addition Mag- 
gie McDermott is now the current central office 
Administrative Aide," said Krupicka. 

There were many changes to Northwest this 
school year. Only time will tell if how greatly 
these changes will benefit students. 

“With the reassignment of duties we will be 
better able to serve the needs of students and 
teachers," said Krupicka. 
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